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F or the month of May, the seasonally unad-
justed unemployment rate for the Fox Valley 
WDA contin-
ued to follow 

seasonal patterns as it 
declined in all the 
counties of the area.  
The rate for the region 
was down 0.6 of a per-
centage point from 
April, although it re-
mained 0.1 percentage 
point above last May.  
This was slightly bet-
ter than the average 
drop of 0.4 of a per-
centage point for the 
April to May period 
experienced by the re-
gion between 1990 
and 2002.     
 
The rate for the three counties that make up the Apple-
ton/Oshkosh Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) was 
4.7 percent, 
which was a 
decline of 0.5 
of a percent-
age point from 
April. The rate 
for the com-
bined four 
n o n - m e t r o 
counties was 
5.1 percent 
down 0.6 of a 
p e r c e n t a g e 
point over the 
month.  This 
average of the 
non metro counties was the same as the State of Wis-
consin's unadjusted rate of 5.1 percent.   
 
The highest unadjusted unemployment rate in the region 
was Waushara County at 5.8 percent, while the Apple-
ton/Oshkosh MSA was the lowest at 4.7 percent.   Only 

Green Lake and Waushara counties had lower unem-
ployment rates than one year ago.   

 
There continued to 
be sluggish labor 
force growth in the 
area as the number 
of in workers only 
rose by 600 to 
350,400.  Typically 
the area’s labor 
force increases 
about 1,400 workers 
over the month.   
 
E m p l o y m e n t 
growth remained 
fairly strong as the 
number estimated to 
be employed in-
creased by 2,700 to 
333,400 in May.  

This is very close to the average increase of just over 
2,600.     

 
The number 
of jobs in the 
Fox Valley 
WDA in-
creased by 
3,700 in May.  
A l t h o u g h 
manufactur-
ing employ-
ment has de-
creased over 
the last year, 
it is still the 
largest single 
e m p l o y i n g 

industry sector in the Fox Valley with over 69,000 
workers.  The number of workers in manufacturing 
makes up approximately 24 percent of the jobs in the 
region compared to less than 19 percent for the State of 
Wisconsin and less than 13 percent for the nation.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Labor Force Estimates (Seasonally Adjusted)
Appleton-

Oshkosh-Neenah Wisconsin United States
MSA    (000s)

May-2003
Civilian Labor Force 240,900          3,089,900    146,485        
Employment 229,200          2,924,100    137,487        
Unemployment 11,600            165,700       8,998            
Unemployment rate 4.8% 5.4% 6.1%

April-2003 Change
Civilian Labor Force 700                 (3,700)          12                 

Employment 500                 (3,200)          (200)              
Unemployment -                  (600)             212               
Unemployment rate 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%

May-2002 Change
Civilian Labor Force 7,000              66,700         1,574            
Employment 6,500              60,400         1,000            
Unemployment 400                 6,200           574               
Unemployment rate 0.0% 0.1% 0.3%

Note: All estimates are round and preliminary, based on place of residence.

Wisconsin NFWS Employment by Industry for  May 2003 
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Look for the most current Labor Market Information at: WWW.DWD.STATE.WI.US/LMI 
Direct questions and comments to:    Richard Seidemann, Labor Market Analyst, Sheboygan County Job Center, 3620 Wilgus Avenue, 
Sheboygan, WI  53081. 920-208-5809   920-459-3845(FAX)   E-mail: richard.seidemann@dwd.state.wi.us 
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N e e n a h F o n d  d u  L a c G r e e n  L a k e W a u p a c a W a u s h a r a
F o x  V a l l e y  
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N o n  M S A ' s W i s c o n s i n

C iv il ia n  L a b o r  Fo r c e * 2 3 9 ,4 0 0 5 9 , 3 0 0 1 0 , 9 0 0 2 8 ,4 0 0 1 2 ,4 0 0 3 5 0 , 4 0 0 1 1 1 , 0 0 0 3 , 0 7 7 , 1 0 0
 E m p lo y e d 2 2 8 ,1 0 0 5 6 , 4 0 0 1 0 , 3 0 0 2 6 ,9 0 0 1 1 ,7 0 0 3 3 3 , 4 0 0 1 0 5 , 3 0 0 2 , 9 2 1 , 2 0 0
 U n e m p lo y e d 1 1 ,3 0 0 2 , 9 0 0 6 0 0 1 ,5 0 0 7 0 0 1 7 , 0 0 0 5 , 7 0 0 1 5 5 , 9 0 0
  U n e m p lo y m e n t  r a t e ( % ) 4 .7 % 4 . 9 % 5 . 6 % 5 . 3 % 5 .8 % 4 . 9 % 5 . 1 % 5 . 1 %

S e a s o n a lly  A d j. R a t e  ( % ) 4 .8 % N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5 . 4 %
T o t a l  No n f a r m 2 0 8 ,9 0 0 4 9 , 7 0 0 8 , 0 0 0 2 2 ,2 0 0 6 ,3 0 0 2 9 5 , 1 0 0 8 6 , 2 0 0 2 , 7 9 9 , 5 0 0

  T o t a l Pr iv a te 1 8 4 ,1 0 0 4 3 , 4 0 0 6 , 7 0 0 1 8 ,1 0 0 4 ,8 0 0 2 5 7 , 2 0 0 7 3 , 1 0 0 2 , 3 7 4 , 7 0 0
   G o o d s  P r o d u c in g 6 5 ,0 0 0 1 3 , 7 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 6 ,0 0 0 1 ,0 0 0 8 7 , 6 0 0 2 2 , 6 0 0 6 3 9 , 7 0 0
   S e r v ic e  Pr o d u c in g 1 4 3 ,9 0 0 3 6 , 0 0 0 6 , 1 0 0 1 6 ,3 0 0 5 ,3 0 0 2 0 7 , 5 0 0 6 3 , 6 0 0 2 , 1 5 9 , 8 0 0
   C o n s t r . ,  M in in g  &  N a t .Rs r c s 1 3 ,6 0 0 2 , 9 0 0 6 0 0 9 0 0 3 0 0 1 8 , 3 0 0 4 , 7 0 0 1 2 3 , 6 0 0
     M a n u f a c t u r in g 5 1 ,4 0 0 1 0 , 8 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 5 ,1 0 0 7 0 0 6 9 , 3 0 0 1 7 , 9 0 0 5 1 6 , 1 0 0
   T r a d e 3 0 ,3 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 3 ,0 0 0 1 ,0 0 0 4 2 , 5 0 0 1 2 , 2 0 0 4 3 2 , 3 0 0
   T r a n s p o r ta tio n  &  U t ilit ie s 6 ,9 0 0 1 , 5 0 0 2 7 0 5 0 0 4 0 0 9 , 6 0 0 2 , 7 0 0 3 1 5 , 7 0 0
   F in a n c ia l A c t iv itie s 1 1 ,5 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 3 8 0 8 0 0 2 0 0 1 4 , 7 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 1 5 6 , 2 0 0
   E d u c a t io n  a n d  H e a lth  S e r v ic e s 2 1 ,1 0 0 6 , 6 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 2 ,8 0 0 8 0 0 3 2 , 4 0 0 1 1 , 3 0 0 3 6 2 , 3 0 0
   L e is u r e  &  H o s p ita lity 1 6 ,5 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 2 ,8 0 0 8 0 0 2 6 , 3 0 0 9 , 8 0 0 2 4 5 , 1 0 0
   In f o . ,  Pro f . &  B u s .  S v c s ,  O t h e r  S v c s 3 2 ,8 0 0 7 , 5 0 0 9 0 0 2 ,3 0 0 6 0 0 4 4 , 0 0 0 1 1 , 2 0 0 9 5 1 , 2 0 0
   T o t a l G o v e r n m e n t 2 4 ,8 0 0 6 , 2 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 4 ,1 0 0 1 ,5 0 0 3 8 , 0 0 0 1 3 , 2 0 0 4 2 4 , 8 0 0
     F e d e r a l 1 ,0 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 9 0 0 2 8 , 7 0 0

      S ta te 5 ,3 0 0 4 , 9 4 0 2 0 8 0 0 4 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 1 0 3 , 5 0 0
     L o c a l 1 8 ,5 0 0 5 , 3 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 3 ,2 0 0 1 ,1 0 0 2 9 , 3 0 0 1 0 , 8 0 0 2 9 2 , 6 0 0

C h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  m o n t h  a g o  A p r i l  2 0 0 3
C iv il ia n  L a b o r  Fo r c e * 3 0 0 4 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 3 0 0 1 , 0 0 0
 E m p lo y e d 1 ,5 0 0 6 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 2 , 7 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 2 3 , 2 0 0
 U n e m p lo y e d - 1 ,1 0 0 - 3 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 3 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 2 , 1 0 0 - 9 0 0 - 2 2 , 2 0 0
  U n e m p lo y m e n t  r a t e ( % ) - 0 .5 % - 0 . 4 % - 1 . 6 % - 1 . 2 % - 0 .9 % - 0 . 6 % - 0 . 8 % - 0 . 7 %

S e a s o n a lly  A d j. R a t e  ( % ) 0 .0 % N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 .0 %
T o t a l  No n f a r m 2 ,3 0 0 6 0 0 1 9 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 3 , 7 0 0 1 , 4 0 0 3 2 , 1 0 0

  T o t a l Pr iv a te 2 ,1 0 0 5 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 3 , 3 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 3 5 , 5 0 0
   G o o d s  P r o d u c in g 9 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 , 2 0 0
   S e r v ic e  Pr o d u c in g 1 ,4 0 0 5 0 0 1 6 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 2 , 6 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 1 9 , 9 0 0
   C o n s t r . ,  M in in g  &  N a t .Rs r c s 1 ,0 0 0 1 0 0 6 0 1 0 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 , 9 0 0
     M a n u f a c t u r in g - 1 0 0 0 - 4 0 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 1 , 3 0 0
   T r a d e 4 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 8 0 0 6 0 0 2 0 0 6 , 6 0 0
   T r a n s p o r ta tio n  &  U t ilit ie s 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 , 9 0 0
   F in a n c ia l A c t iv itie s 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 , 5 0 0
   E d u c a t io n  a n d  H e a lth  S e r v ic e s - 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 - 7 0 0
   L e is u r e  &  H o s p ita lity 0 1 0 0 1 3 0 2 3 0 1 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 0 1 2 , 3 0 0
   In f o . ,  Pro f . &  B u s .  S v c s ,  O t h e r  S v c s 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 1 0 0 2 , 6 0 0
   T o t a l G o v e r n m e n t 2 0 0 2 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 - 3 , 4 0 0
     F e d e r a l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 1 0 0
     S ta te  0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 - 1 , 2 0 0
     L o c a l 2 0 0 2 0 0 - 1 0 - 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 - 2 , 1 0 0

C h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  y e a r  a g o  M a y  2 0 0 2
C iv il ia n  L a b o r  Fo r c e * 6 ,9 0 0 2 , 7 0 0 4 0 0 1 ,2 0 0 7 0 0 1 2 , 0 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 6 6 , 0 0 0
 E m p lo y e d 6 ,5 0 0 2 , 3 0 0 4 0 0 1 ,0 0 0 7 0 0 1 1 , 0 0 0 4 , 4 0 0 5 9 , 9 0 0
 U n e m p lo y e d 4 0 0 4 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 6 0 0 6 , 0 0 0
  U n e m p lo y m e n t  r a t e ( % ) 0 .0 % 0 .5 % - 0 .1 % 0 . 4 % - 0 .3 % 0 .1 % 0 .3 % 0 .1 %

S e a s o n a lly  A d j. R a t e  ( % ) 0 .0 % N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 .1 %
T o t a l  No n f a r m 2 ,9 0 0 1 , 5 0 0 1 0 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 5 , 2 0 0 2 , 3 0 0 - 1 0 0

  T o t a l Pr iv a te 2 ,7 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0 4 , 7 0 0 2 , 0 0 0 1 , 2 0 0
   G o o d s  P r o d u c in g 4 0 0 - 5 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 - 6 0 0 - 1 8 , 1 0 0
   S e r v ic e  Pr o d u c in g 2 ,5 0 0 1 , 9 0 0 2 0 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 5 , 4 0 0 2 , 9 0 0 1 8 , 0 0 0
   C o n s t r . ,  M in in g  &  N a t .Rs r c s 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 - 7 , 6 0 0
     M a n u f a c t u r in g - 5 0 0 - 5 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 0 - 1 , 1 0 0 - 6 0 0 - 1 0 , 4 0 0
   T r a d e 2 0 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 - 1 0 0 2 , 6 0 0
   T r a n s p o r ta tio n  &  U t ilit ie s - 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 8 0 0
   F in a n c ia l A c t iv itie s 6 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 8 0 0 2 0 0 3 , 1 0 0
   E d u c a t io n  a n d  H e a lth  S e r v ic e s 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 6 0 0 5 0 0 6 , 1 0 0
   L e is u r e  &  H o s p ita lity 5 0 0 6 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 1 , 8 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 - 7 0 0
   In f o . ,  Pro f . &  B u s .  S v c s ,  O t h e r  S v c s 1 ,0 0 0 8 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 1 , 6 0 0 6 0 0 1 7 , 3 0 0
   T o t a l G o v e r n m e n t 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 - 1 , 3 0 0
     F e d e r a l 0 0 0 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 1 0 0 - 9 0 0
     S ta te  - 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 1 , 9 0 0
     L o c a l 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 7 0 0 3 0 0 - 2 , 3 0 0
* In c lu d e s  p a r t i c ip a n t s  r e s id in g  in  a r e a .     ** In c l u d e s  e m p lo ym e n t  w it h  e m p lo ye rs  lo c a t e d  in  a r e a .    E s t im a t e s  a r e  N O T  s e a s o n a l ly a d ju s t e d .
C u r r e n t  m o n t h  e s t im a t e s  a r e  p r e lim in a r y . T o t a ls  m a y n o t  a d d  d u e  t o  ro u n d i n g . C a lc u la t io n s  b a s e d  o n  u n r o u n d e d  n u m b e r s .  N F W S  d a t a  is  b e n c h m a rk e d  t o  3 / 2 0 0 2

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates 
 
The seasonally adjusted rate for the Appleton-Oshkosh-
Neenah MSA remained at 4.8 percent.  This is the same as 
last May.     
 
The nation’s unemployment rate was 6.1 percent, an in-

crease of 0.1 of a percentage point from April.  The rate 
for Wisconsin was unchanged at 5.4  percent.    The Green 
Bay MSA was at 4.6 percent, down 0.2 of a percentage 
point  from last month.   
 
For additional labor market statistics contact our  website 
at   http://www.dwd.state.wi.us/lmi.   


